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DIGS Year 2

     Here we go! The PAC's DIGS committee is excited to head into this year, working toward the goal of 
enriching students' school experiences through an enhanced schoolyard that promotes a diversity of outdoor 
opportunities for learning, play, and healthy activity. 

Garden is a GO!

     This past May and June, we had a tremendous amount of support from JT parents and community 
members during our DIGS Work Bees and the garden was built! The garden space, fenced by SD 47, is 
becoming functional, with teachers and students starting growing and learning projects in the 12 raised 
beds. Kale and tomatoes grew over the summer without much help! It is a peaceful space, with great 
potential to enhance students' outdoor learning and play experiences. Any number of curriculum connections 
can happen in the garden as concepts spring to life! A collaborative Garden Steering Committee (made up of 
teachers, parents, and community members), is forming to help sustain the garden by fundraising, 
developing usage and maintenance plans, connecting to the Farm to School program, and supporting 
teachers with their various garden projects. Parents are absolutely welcome to come by the garden anytime! 
Let us know if you are interested in getting involved with activities there.

Working on gathering "layers"

  DIGS is a school-wide project. We are taking steps to involve all members of the school community to 
develop a "wish list" of what would be wanted for changes/additions to the existing school grounds. What 
might be possible? We have surveyed students and teachers. Who's next? PARENTS!! (see Page 2). 

      The design process is complex! But the DIGS committee embraces that complexity as it will result in a 
rich and thoughtful site plan - one that represents and incorporates ideas from the whole school community. 
That's what we'll be working on over the next few months: layering together all the input from students, 
teachers, parents, and others. Next comes refining and prioritizing projects and fundraising for them.

Outdoor classroom on the horizon

     JT is becoming recognized as a leader in the school district, with DIGS, Farm To School, and the garden 
site helping forge new opportunities for outdoor learning. With the support of SD 47 and links to the new 
outdoor education centre at Haywire Bay, a DIGS outdoor classroom project is now in the works. The goal is 
to create a multi-use gathering space/classroom on the school grounds. How and what JT creates will be 
shaped by our school's input - and may serve as a model for other schools in the district. 
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DIGS wants parent ideas for the schoolyard!

Ever had a tooth pulled? 

It's like that, except what is pulled are ideas from 
parents' brains AND it's not painful. Nope. Not painful 
at all. In fact, it feels good. And it's easy. You just 
come, talk with other parents, and generate ideas about 
what you think your kids would like in the schoolyard. 
OK, actually it's not like pulling teeth at all.

You are all invited to our 
Parent Brainstorming Session!

October 2, 7:30 PM, JT gym

What IS a Brainstorming Session?

What??! There are no "right" ideas. And when 
people get together and share ideas, those 
ideas often spark other ideas and then all of 
a sudden there are ideas all over the place. 
That's what we want. All sorts of ideas build 
into great Big Ideas. 

I don't usually "do meetings." Why should I come?

Well, how about you call it a "session"? 
It's not like a meeting. It's like taking 
your brain to a party. It's a great 
opportunity to connect with JT and 
support your kids' experiences at school. 
And there'll be great snacks. 

OK, I'm in. 

I'm not sure I have the "right" ideas.  

Great! It's going to fun. Book a babysitter or 
bring your kids (free, on-site babysitting). 
Carpooling is available (email Leta at 
morchailo4@yahoo.ca for details). 


